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The United States Government (USG) and the Government of Argentina (GO A) share a close 
relationship that was bolstered by foreign assistance cooperation that continued through the course 
of 2009. U.S. foreign assistance programs are an integral part of the USG's overarching strategy of 
working with Argentina, a large country with considerable talent and resources, as well as potential 
influence in the region. Argentina, as an upper-middle-income country, receives relatively little 
foreign assistance funding compared with many other countries in the region. However, the areas in 
which funding is received comprise some of the closest areas of the United States-Argentine bilateral 
relationship, and excellent results have been achieved through cooperation in these areas. 



The USG cooperated with the GOA in several areas in FY 2009, all of which supported the overall 
objective of Peace and Security. The goals in these areas were to enhance counterterrorism 
capabilities, to support border-control measures aimed at reducing the threat of the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD), to facilitate the Argentine military's role in peacekeeping and 
democracy-building around the globe, to reduce the threat both to the United States and to 
Argentina of narcotics trafficking, and to bolster efforts to combat transnational crime, in particular 
trafficking in persons (TIP). 

Counterterrorism 

The Antiterrorism Assistance Program is a central theme in the U.S. counterterrorism initiative. The 
USG provided GOA law enforcement officials with training and materiel to support 
counterterrorism activities. The USG also facilitated participation of senior GOA officials in several 
high-level courses aimed at combating terrorism. 



Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to Argentina. 



ARGENTINA U.S. FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PERFORMANCE PUBLICATION FY 2009 



Highlights by Program Objective 



Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction 

To combat WMD proliferation, the Export Control and Related Border Security (EXBS) program 
worked with Argentina to ensure that its strategic trade control system keeps WMD-related materials 
or technologies away from entities of proliferation concern. The development of a fully localized 
Commodity Identification Training (CIT) program is the cornerstone of EXBS program efforts to 
help Argentina enhance its enforcement capabilities. CIT teaches officials how to identify these 
potentially controlled strategic commodities by visual and other characteristics. EXBS sponsored 
four courses in these areas. 

In FY 2009, Argentina took a stronger regional role, providing training and technical expertise to its 
neighbors. In addition to sponsoring a United Nations (UN) Office of Disarmament workshop on 
UN measures to address WMD-related threats for MERCOSUR members and associates in 
November 2008, Argentina hosted a regional CIT course, coordinated with the World Customs 
Organization, in August 2009. 

Stabilization Operations and Security Sector Reform 

Argentina continued its longstanding role as a partner in peacekeeping and democracy building. 
U.S. training and equipment assistance supported Argentine peacekeeping troops, which are part of 
international efforts to keep the peace in places such as Haiti, Kosovo, and Cyprus. The GOA and 
its Ministry of Defense have worked closely with the USG in these areas. Using FY 2009 funding 
from the USG Security Cooperation Office, 542 Argentine miUtary members and civilians were 
provided military-related training. 

Counternarcotics 

Argentina is a transit point for narcotics originating largely in Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia; a source 
country for some precursor chemicals; and a transit country for the precursor chemical ephedrine. 
The GOA is committed to drug interdiction. The State Department's Drug Enforcement Agency 
Attache, the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Attache, and Political Section cooperated 
closely with GOA law enforcement (LE) agencies on interdiction, fugitive arrests, and LE 
information sharing. FY 2009 foreign assistance funds supported training and equipment for the 
Northern Border Task Force and Eastern Border Task Force, which are joint task forces that work 
with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency and unite Argentine LE agencies with a mandate to disrupt 
the flow of narcotics entering the country. FY 2009 funds were used to support training in such 
areas as precursor chemical enforcement, investigative and arrest tactics, case analysis and 
information sharing, and firearms training. 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 

Enactment of Argentina's anti-trafficking-in-persons law in April 2008 bolstered GOA anti-TIP 
efforts, resulting in the rescue of numerous trafficking victims and the arrest of suspected traffickers. 

During FY 2009, the State Department's Immigration and Customs Enforcement Attache Office, 
Political Section, and Security Cooperation Office organized or supported five anti-TIP training 
conferences. The training refiected strong GOA and civil society interest in strengthening local 
capacity to investigate and prosecute TIP crimes. 
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